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1970 B E G I N S 

Our crystal ba l l reveals the " W a y s and 
M e a n s " c h a i r m a n , D e a n D a v i d O. 
Roberts, p lann ing a vigorous fund raising 
project to aid the programs of the non
pro f i t His tor i ca l Society. A n annual bene
f i t has been proposed—complete details t o 
be presented at the January meeting and 
w i l l appear in the next issue of this p u b l i 
cat ion . 

Membership dues are insufficient to 
cover essential expenses needed t o operate 
the popular M u s e u m and finance the 
p r i n t i n g of T H E T O W N C R I E R . T h i s fund 
w i l l also make possible new historical and 
educational programs wh i ch w i l l b r ing 
pr ide and inspirat ion to our citizens. 

I t is recommended t h a t f u l l support be 
given to Dean Roberts ' proposed project . 

1969 R E M E M B E R E D 
5lufd £ang l>unê > 

T h i s was the year a promise was f u l 
filled. On M a y 4 the M u s e u m opened to 
an over- f lowing crowd. M r s . Peter D o r n , 
president of the Society, said, " T h e f u l 
f i l l m e n t o f t h e p r o m i s e m a d e t o t h e 
townspeople in 1962 d u r i n g the 150th 
Anniversary Celebration, for the establish
ing of a permanent museum d i d n ' t j u s t 
happen. M a n y different quant i t ies and 
qualities went i n t o m a k i n g this promise a 
r e a l i t y . " 

Footprints O n T h e Moon 
"One small step for a man—one g iant 

leap for m a n k i n d " . 1969 saw h u m a n foot
pr in t s on the moon. T h e courage of our 
1969 astronauts was a testament t o the 
spir i t of m a n . 

l i r fSUSi t i l 
I t is probably one of the better k n o w n 

facts about Bloomfield t h a t the t o w n was 
or ig ina l ly much larger t h a n i t is now, and 
t h a t over the years i t has g iven up con
siderable t e r r i t o r y t o f o r m other good-
sized towns, such as Bellevil le in 1839, 
M o n t c l a i r i n 1868 and Glen Ridge i n 1895. 
These areas were k n o w n b y other names 
(such as Cranetown) long before being set 
apart f rom their parent c o m m u n i t y , b u t 
there were other settlements t h a t never 
made i t ; their names hav ing passed out 
of use and been forgotten . Or have they? 
Here are the names of a few sections of 

CALENDAR J O T T I N G S 
January 21 , 1970 (Wednesday), 8:00 

p . m . at the Civic Center. D r . K e n n e t h B . 
O 'Br i en , J r . , new president of Bloomfield 
College, w i l l be the speaker at the meeting 
of the His tor i ca l Society. 

Mrs. Dorn To Address 
Historical Society 

T h e I r v i n g t o n H i s t o r i c a l Society w i l l 
ho ld a meeting at 8:00 p . m . T h u r s d a y , 
January 22, f eatur ing M r s . Peter D o r n . 
T o p i c : " C r e a t i n g Interest I n Y o u r H i s 
t o r i ca l Society" . 

C E D A R G R O V E 
H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T Y 

Recently, Mesdames L . H . Coombs, 
Peter D o r n and D a v i d Johnson of the 
His tor i ca l Society of Bloomfield extended 
a " h e l p i n g h a n d " t o M r . E . Leslie Jacobs, 
president of the Cedar Grove Society on 
the f o r m a t i o n of the i r new His tor i ca l 
Society. 

D.A.R. Presents Oil Portrait to Historical Society 
M r s . K e n n e t h M c C o r m i c k , on behalf 

of M r s . Robert Prince, Regent of the 
Bloomfield Chapter of the Daughters of 
the Amer i can R e v o l u t i o n , presented to 
the His tor i ca l Society of Bloomfield at its 
November meeting a framed p o r t r a i t of 
General Joseph Bloomfie ld . T h e p o r t r a i t 
of the former governor, ph i lanthrop is t , 
M a j o r in the Revo lu t i onary W a r and 
General i n the W a r of 1812, was done in 
oils f rom a smaller p r i n t b y M r s . Prince. 

D u r i n g the presentation, M r s . M c C o r 
mick said, " N o t h i n g is really ended u n t i l 
i t is forgotten. Whatever is kept in memo
ry st i l l endures, and is real. We give thanks 
for the men and women of other gener

a t i o n s , w h o beques ted t o us t h e r e a l 
fruitage of t h e i r lives. Especially t o n i g h t 
we give thanks for the l o y a l t y and f a i t h , 
the courage and self sacrifice which were 
the foundations of our n a t i o n . 

"Therefore we, the members of the 
M a j o r Joseph Bloomfie ld Chapter of the 
D . A . R . , in grateful recognit ion of the 
service of General Bloomfie ld , a p a t r i o t 
of the Amer i can R e v o l u t i o n , hereby pre
sent this p o r t r a i t t o the H i s t o r i c a l Society 
of B l o o m f i e l d . " 

M r s . Peter D o r n , president of the Socie
t y replied, " W e are honored t o accept this 
treasure. I t w i l l occupy a prominent place 
in the Bloomfield M u s e u m . " 

o ld Bloomfield t h a t are st i l l used in some 
f o r m or another. D o you remember Soho? 
Or D o d d t o w n ? Or Montgomery? 

Soho 
Soho is the most l ike ly t o be fami l iar , 

inasmuch as the name has been used wel l 
i n t o modern times as a s tat ion on the Er ie 
R .R . ( u n t i l i t was changed to Bel lwood 
P a r k ) . T h e Essex C o u n t y Iso lat ion H o s p i 
t a l is s t i l l referred t o as "Soho H o s p i t a l " 
in the newspapers. T h e name for this par t 
of Bellevil le came f r o m the large numbers 
of E n g l i s h i m m i g r a n t s f r o m t h e Soho 
Section of London who settled here in the 
19th Century t o w o r k in the o ld copper 
m i l l , wh i ch stood at the present in te r 
section of F r a n k l i n Avenue and M i l l Street. 

Doddtown 
D o d d t o w n was named for the obvious 

reason t h a t the p a r t of Bloomfie ld on the 
East Orange boundry was settled and 
owned b y a large number of families w i t h 
the D o d d surname. A sawmi l l , owned and 
operated b y various members of the D o d d 
f a m i l y for over 150 years, stood i n w h a t 
is now Watsessing Park u n t i l i t was de
molished i n 1886. A map of 1865 marks 
the name of the settlement i n very em
phat ic type . T h e name is now used by (of 
al l things) a gas s tat ion at the corner of 
D o d d and Prospect Streets: " D o d d t o w n 
A m o c o " . 

Montgomery 
M o n t g o m e r y ' s name is kept alive b y a 

br i ck schoolhouse b u i l t around the t u r n of 
the century on M i l l Street, w i t h the legend 

—continued on page 2, col. 1 

O A K E S T R E E FUND 
A fund is being established t o raise 

monies t o p u t a plaque near the tree t o 
te l l its h is tory and story of its preservation 
( s e e T O W N C R I E R — N o v e m b e r ) . C o n t r i b u 
tors w i l l be acknowledged i n the C R I E R . 

Donors : M r s . A . C. Blas i , Miss Eleanor 
M . Bloomfie ld , Frederick Branch , M r s . L . 
H . Coombs, M r s . Charles H . Demarest , 
M a r g u e r i t e E l l i o t t , M a r y E t t a Higgins , 
Maybe l l e Holmes , Eugene C. M e h r h o f , 
M r . and M r s . K . I . M c C o r m i c k , W i l l i a m 
F . N o r d t , M r s . D a v i d Oakes, M r s . W i l l i a m 
Portsch, M o r r i s R u b i n , Robert Ryerson, 
M r s . S. and Miss M a r g a r e t Sherlock, 
George V . Siver, Dean D a v i d O. Roberts, 
and M r s . Hazel W h i t e . 
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W E D N E S D A Y S — 1 =30 - 4 p . m . 

W E L C O M E MAT 
T h e H i s t o r i c a l Society of Bloomfie ld 

welcomes the f o l l owing new members: 
B L O O M F I E L D : 

M r s . Robert C i t r i n o 
M r . and M r s . James P. Dennison 
M r . and M r s . Ra lph C. D i l l e r 
Rev. Michae l Hansen 
Miss El izabeth Hodgkins 
M r s . Jack H o f f m a n 
M r . A n d r e w E . Svenson 

G L E N R I D G E : 
M r . and M r s . D . M . Black 

A P O L O G Y 
W e a p o l o g i z e t o M r . L e o n a r d H . 

M a c B a i n for misspelling his name in the 
last issue of T H E T O W N C R I E R . 

Some Forgotten Villages 
{continued) 

" M o n t g o m e r y N o . 2 " carved bo ld ly over 
the main entrance. N e x t door is the M o n t 
g o m e r y P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h w h i c h is 
older t h a n the school, a l though i t has been 
remodeled in the style of the 18th Century 
and, consequently, looks qui te new. T h e 
roots of th is organizat ion go back as far 
as 1836. M o n t g o m e r y was a cluster of a-
bout 20 houses on our 1865 map, which 
carefully labelled i t i n letters as large as 
those used for D o d d t o w n , and M o n t 
gomery Street s t i l l takes vehicles f r o m the 
center of t o w n t o where the l i t t l e vi l lage 
of M o n t g o m e r y used t o be. F W B 

Charles Ives 
Organist at 

Charles Ives ( 1 8 7 4 - 1 9 5 4 ) , A m e r i c a ' s 
great or ig inal in music, was organist at 
Old F i r s t Presbyterian Church , B l o o m 
field, f r om M a y 1, 1898 to M a y 1, 1900, 
short ly after his graduat ion f r o m Yale . 

O ld church calendars convey in for 
m a t i o n t h a t Ives led a song service the 
t h i r d Sunday of each m o n t h . There are 
several references to a "Psa lmist H y m n a l , " 
wh i ch may have been made up of his o w n 
settings of the Bib le . O n November 5, 
1889, the choir canticle was " T h e L i g h t 
T h a t Is F e l t , " b y C. E . Ives , f r o m a poem 
by W h i t t i e r . A n o t h e r Ives vocal w o r k , 
" C o u n t r y Celest ia l " was sung b y a tenor 
on J u l y 31,1889. I t is regrettable t h a t the 
c h u r c h does n o t h a v e a c o p y o f t h e 
"Psa lmis t H y m n a l " , nor do they have any 
of M r . Ives ' compositions. 

M o s t of Ives ' music is sprinkled w i t h 
snatches of re l ig ion, pa t r i o t i c and fo lk 
tunes popular at the t u r n of the century . 

Ives was the son of the t o w n b a n d 
master in D a n b u r y , Conn. H e went i n t o 
the insurance business t o avo id " s t a r v i n g 
on d i s s o n a n c e s " a n d became a v e r y 
wea l thy business m a n . Evenings, week-

NEW A P P O I N T M E N T S 
M r s . Peter D o r n , president, announces 

the fo l lowing new His tor i ca l Society ap
po in tments : 

M i s s I r e n e B r u m m e r s t e d t has been 
named Program C h a i r m a n . She replaces 
M r . Theodore H o c k , w h o has resigned 
this office b u t continues as an enthusi 
astic member. 

Miss B e t t y Kingsley has been appointed 
Membership C h a i r m a n . 

M r . Eugene C. M e h r h o f , J r . , has been 
named Cha i rman of Reception and Regis
t r a t i o n . 

in Bloomfield 
" O l d F i r s t " 

ends and lunch hours he devoted t o com
posing music. H i s music was an avocation 
u n t i l his ret irement in 1930. H e worked 
in a visionary's iso lat ion, t u r n i n g ou t a 
steady stream of revo lut ionary works 
t h a t presaged the atonal experiments of 
Schoenberg and Strav insky . 

His works were neglected because Ives 
insisted t h a t he receive no royalties and 
publishers no profits . H i s " T h i r d Sympho
n y " lay unplayed in his West Redding , 
Conn, b a r n for 42 years before i t was final
l y per formed—and then i t won the Pul i tzer 
Prize (1947). 

I v e s ' " S e c o n d S o n a t a - C o n c o r d , 
Massachusetts 1840-60" is considered ex
ceptionally great music. One cr i t ic stated 
i t is the greatest music composed b y an 
Amer i can . 

As the Charles Ives phenomenon grows, 
new facts of his genius come i n t o focus 
and i97of inds recordings and performances 
of his music i n great demand. 

However , we are reminded t h a t recog
n i t i o n never came t o h i m d u r i n g his l i fe 
t i m e . I t d i d not bother Ives, he explained, 
" w h e t h e r he be accepted or rejected, 
whether his music is always played or 
never played — al l this has no th ing to do 
w i t h i t — i t is t r u e o r false b y h is o w n 
measure." 

W'hen he played at " O l d F i r s t " the organ 
works he used, according t o programs, 
were w r i t t e n b y B a c h , B e e t h o v e n , 
Schubert, and Gounod , t o name a few. 

Charles Ives had a crackl ing i m a g i 
nat i on , v igor , v i t a l i t y and a keen sense of 
humor . H e always said t h a t the church 
congregation does no t t r u l y enjoy singing. 
" T h e very religious people always sing 
sharp and the back-sliders always sing 
f l a t . " M E 

A Local History Lesson 
"fk"V I S T O R I C A L H E R I T A G E has been marked w i t h authent i c i ty in B loomf ie ld . T h e 28 
-"•> " historic sites markers have been refurbished, and s t a r t i n g in this issue we w i l l 
t e l l you how to locate t h e m . February has been proclaimed H i s t o r y M o n t h , so p lan a 
h is tory " W a l k a b o u t " or " R i d e a b o u t " . 

T o u r begins f a c i n g s o u t h t o w a r d s 
Bloomfield Avenue on M u n i c i p a l Plaza. 
On the lawn of the M u n i c i p a l B u i l d i n g is 
the 
1. Old C a n n o n 

T h e cannon is a French Field piece 
w h i c h was used i n the Colonial wars. 
I t was purchased in 1812 b y the T o w n 
ship t o salute special occasions. K n o w n 
as the Jackson-Gildersleeve cannon be
cause of antagonistic factions w h i c h 
sought to contro l i t . 
Proceed to Bloomfie ld Avenue and t u r n 
left t o Orange Street. O n the left on 
Orange St. a t N o . 85 is the site of the 

2. Peloubet-Pelton Organ Factory 
which was located on the corner across 
f rom Schering Corporat ion . T h e z\ 
story frame b u i l d i n g on the corner is 
one of three m a i n bui ldings used for 
the maufacture of the wor ld famous 
organs and musical instruments . 

R e t u r n to Bloomfie ld Avenue and con
t inue south-easterly down Bloomfield 
Avenue t o W i l l a r d Avenue. T u r n left 
on W i l l a r d and fo l low i t t o F r a n k l i n 
Street. On the northwest corner of 
W i l l a r d Avenue was the site of the 

3. F i r s t Bloomfield School House -
1758 
I t was or ig ina l ly a one-room stone 
structure about 15 x 25 feet which was 
enlarged in 1782. T h e land was donated 
b y Moses F a r r a n d . T h e School bell 
was rung to proc la im l iber ty t o B l o o m 
field residents, J u l y , 1776. T h e corner
stone and L i b e r t y Bel l s t i l l exist. 

— To be continued — 

" ' L e t the past b u r y its dead' wou ld 
be a better saying i f the past ever d i e d . " 

—John Galsworthy 


